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Twenty-five students ranging from S1-S4
and 3 teacher-leaders from Elegantia College
(sponsored by Education Convergence) had a
fruitful 20-day Summer Integration Programme
in Midsomer Norton, the United Kingdom from
17 June to 6 July. During the programme,

students studied in Somervale School and
visited various prominent sites and locations
like Oxford University, Roman Bath, and
Stonehenge. Staying in a truly immersive
English-speaking environment with their host
families and school buddies, all the students
successfully stepped out of their comfort zone
in order to challenge themselves in terms of
communicating with others solely in English.
Such was but the beginning of the young minds’
journey to confidently purse all their dreams to
come.

Naturally, we received overwhelming positive
responses from all the student participants.
Unfortunately, due to length constraints here we
can only get a glimpse at how they felt about the
tour.

“When | came to know that | had been chosen
for this programme, | was really pleased and
excited because it was the first time ever in my
life to study abroad. This was definitely a first
step out of my comfort zone. Without my parents

around anymore, | had to be truly independent and
| needed to adapt to a totally new environment
completely on my own. This study tour definitely
gave me an unparalleled opportunity to challenge
myself and see whether | would be brave enough
to communicate with others in a whole new
environment. | was simply far too eager to wait for
the tour tobegin.”

Li Wing Ki (17-18, 3D)

“For me, the most unforgettable experience in
this UK study tour was an election held in
Somervale School. This election was just like a
Student Union election in Hong Kong, but the
difference is that all Year 10 students, including
my class, should participate in it. Each class
employed different methods to attract other
schoolmates to vote for them. That particular
day was such a sunny and therefore hot one in
the middle of a heat wave, so my class decided
to make some paper fans for schoolmates.
Written on the paper fans was our slogan,
‘YCCOU (You Can Count On Us) Vote for us’.
When we were making the paper fans, | felt that
| was indeed a part of the class. There were no
difference between the local students and us
visitors from Hong Kong. | felt a strong team
spirit in this class as we helped each other to
make everything possible.”
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